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TRAINING’ OUR CHILDREN TO WORSHI Training Our Children

by Kathy Young, Director of Children’s Ministry to Worship

Pages 1-2
It's May! I'll give you three guesses about what is currently on my mind. Of ¢
course, Vacation Bible School is right near the top! We are just a few weeks
away from this big and wonderful yearly ministry. If you haven't yet Women'’s Ministry:
volunteered to serve in person, support in other ways, or pray for the children Scripture Dinner &

and teachers, please do so. It is important and very rewarding to be part of VBS Summer Salad Study
in whatever way you are able. Page 3

In addition to the first week of June, however, my mind has been filled with
thoughts of training our children to worship. In March, | enjoyed attending the Men'’s Ministry Fellowship
Children’s Ministry Leadership Conference at Ridge Haven through our Upcoming Events
denomination. It was such a beautiful time of connecting and learning, yet
while traveling home and since, a question has remained in my mind, “How are
we as a church family raising our children to worship God?” I'll let you ruminate on
that question yourself for a moment. You might be thinking of various answers.
We provide nursery which encourages young families to attend. Sunday School
helps children better learn about the God we treasure. It might cross your mind
that we have two transitional years in which our children in PreK and SUNDAYS
Kindergarten are in worship at the beginning, then go to children’s church to
learn in developmentally appropriate ways. If you have seen our older students Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.
profess faith following the Communicant’s Class, you know that they've spent
weeks learning more about adoring and serving the Lord, and they bring that

precious understanding into worship. These are all parts of Continue Readin
raising the next generation in the church and in worship. 8
On Page 2.

Page 4

Morning Worship, 10:45 a.m.
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I've been thinking beyond our current practices and
have been asking children’s ministry leaders and elders
to help me brainstorm. | know that God sees the hearts
of our children. Just like you, | want to continue to see
evidence of the Holy Spirit working in the lives of our
children. | pray with them regularly that | want them to
know Christ as their Savior and follow Him all of their
days. Worship is an outpouring of both of those
prayers.

| wanted to share some thoughts inspired by the book
Parenting in the Pew by Robbie Castleman. Perhaps you
have seen this book around the church or received it as
your little one is transitioning into the full worship
service. If you haven't, just ask. We want every family
to have access to this resource. Mrs. Castleman came
to FPC in 2017 and led a combined Sunday School and
teacher training. | remember the way she talked about
our children belonging in our midst during worship. She
shared one of my favorite Bible passages from

2 Chronicles 20. When Jehoshaphat heard that God'’s
people were facing a vast army, he brought together all
the people. Verse 13 tells us, “All the men of Judah,
with their wives and children and little ones, stood
there before the Lord.” All of them were there,
including the children and little ones. One of the
delights during worship for me is hearing the voices of
children. Sometimes if you are in the right place, or if
you're listening carefully, you can hear a very young
voice reciting The Apostle’s Creed or The Lord’s Prayer
or singing joyfully. What a beautiful reminder of God’s
faithfulness to our church and His kingdom. We get to
be part of raising the next generation of believers and
followers!

When | think about Parenting in the Pew, these points
come to mind.

1. Sunday mornings can be crazy. When our children
were young, Louis and | were often told that the
enemy loves to destroy our plans on Sunday
morning. This is so true. Shoes are only lost on
Sunday mornings. The alarm doesn't work as well
on Sundays as it does the rest of the week. We
could, together, create a long list of obstacles, I'm
sure. However, a couple of preventative measures
are to talk about worship before Sunday and to
prepare on Saturday. We all handle plans so much
better when reminded regularly. During the week,
talk with your children about something you heard
during the last Lord’s Day, or ask questions
anticipating which hymns we might sing on the next
one. You can even read the scripture passage
together on Saturday. It's often the one right after
last week (or it's on the church website). Setting out

clothing and simple breakfast items ahead of time
can go a long way.

2. Just go. Decide as a family that participating in
worship each week is what you do. If you are away,
you can attend worship together out of town. If
there is sickness or another reason you can’t be
physically present, you can participate in family
worship. When the regular plan is worship on
Sunday, these days become more of a delight,
rather than sometimes the checked-list item (or
drudgery) that we can make them. | love the way
that Mrs. Castleman refers to bringing her children
to meet her daddy each week.

3. Participate and model worship for your children.
Encourage them to actively participate. Yes, there
are certain behaviors you want from your children,
but always remember that behaviors always give us
information. Understanding what a child needs, is
feeling, or is experiencing can be very useful to help
us identify ways to better guide them to become
worshippers of the Most High! Point to the words
as you stand together and sing. Playing the whisper
game outside of church helps a child to understand
how to whisper when they have a question. Older
children can write questions as they hear so you
can talk later. Please remember that we are all
growing. The goal of Sunday morning worship isn't
to be quiet and sit still. It is to attend to our
Heavenly Father, and that shapes us.

4. Look around you. Before and after worship, point to
our covenant community. Encourage your children
to speak to those who may not have children sitting
next to them. And those of you who aren’t
parenting in the pew anymore, remember that
these are still our children. As the church family
who took baptismal vows to help parents raise their
children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord,
we're up! Let’s compliment, assist, encourage, and
be intentional about relationships with these little
ones. It's always good to let someone know that
you're glad to see them, to ask a child about one of
the words they heard during the sermon or tell
them how encouraged you were by hearing them
sing along. You've got this! These gentle comments
matter more than you can imagine.

| hope that you will have some interest in reading (or
listening to) this book or coming to talk with me or with
an elder about how we can delight together in raising
up our children in God'’s love. Be watching. When we
become more intentional about this, it's probably going
to be lots of fun!
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Honoring New Women's Ministry Members
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Salad suppers will be served
each week with each lady
conn‘iburing an ingrcdicn[.

To sign up, contact Haley Morgan 601-520-3318
or Bridgett Aehnlich 228-297-86835
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The men enjoyed great food and fellowship on April 26 at the Easterlings’ farm!

— UPCOMING EVENTS -

FPC Women's Ministry SCRIPTURE DINNER
Wednesday, May 7, 5:30 p.m., Taylor Hall

All women are invited! See details on page 3. 0

Baccalaureate Service

Sunday, May 11, 10:45 a.m., Sanctuary

Our graduating seniors will be recognized during morning worship.

Churchwide Spring Picnic and Fellowship
Sunday, May 18, 5:00 p.m.

We will gather in the area behind the church office building
for a meal together, games for the children, fellowship, singing!

Vacation Bible School |
Monday, June 2-Friday, June 6, 8:30 a.m.-Noon daily

Registration is now live for Camp Narnia: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe!

o (601) 268-0303 e 4901 Hardy Street Hattiesburg, MS 39402 fpchattiesburg.org




