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EXPRESSIONS

PRESBYFERIAN We lift our hearts before you and wait upon your word,
CHUm,H we honor and adore you, our great and mighty Lord.
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- from “O God Beyond All Praising”, Michael Perry

INSIDE

Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!

How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out! The Greatness of God

"For who has known the mind of the LORD? Or who has become His counselor?"
"Or who has first given to Him and it shall be repaid to him?" Pages 1-2

For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen.

R 11:33-36
omans September Events

Welcoming Visitors!
THE GREATNESS OF GOD Page 3

Darwin Jordan

A Note from the Session
Adult Sunday School
Classes

A heart bursting with praise

Have you stood at a rail overlooking a valley in the Smokies or Rockies
or a cliff at the ocean when you simply couldn’t keep your mouth shut?
You had to say, “Wow! Man! | can’t believe it! Look at those
mountains! How beautiful! How incredible!”

Page 4

SUNDAYS

Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.

That is what Paul is doing here. He has been talking about God'’s great
salvation for page after page now. He has shown how God came to us
and rescued us from our sin and how He keeps us and never lets
anything separate us from His love [chapters 1-8]. He has shown God’s
intricate, sovereign workings in bringing Gentiles and Jews to faith in Pl e L
Jesus Christ. in Mclntosh Hall

Continue Reading

On Page 2.
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Finally, after looking at the great mountain peaks
and crashing waves of God'’s glory, he cries out in
praise and adoration. His heart is bursting with
wonder and awe at the majesty of God.

Do you overflow with praise for God like you do
sometimes for some aspect of creation? Does
your heart burst with wonder and awe? This is
what we are made for: to encounter God, to see
His glory in the word, in creation, in other people,
even in art and technology as a reflection of the
God who made people to create like He creates.

But are you ever truly amazed at Him? Ask God
for amazement. Ask Him for passion and delight.
Remember, God’s primary purpose in everything
He does is to bring us into the happiness of
admiring Him. That is the whole purpose of our
creation. It is a glorious purpose and a happy
prospect. Let’s seek to know Him, to experience
Him and taste His greatness and goodness. Paul
was overwhelmed and we can be also.

A God beyond understanding

What makes God admirable to us is that His glory
goes off the charts. Our understanding radar
reaches its limits and He keeps going and going.
We can'’t believe that He could be so wise, so
good and so powerful.

Think of this. Go back eight biological generations.
Do you know how many great-grandparents you
have at that point? 128. Think about it, those 64
couples each had to have the very child they did in
order for you to be born. It bewilders the mind to
think of the complexity and inter-working of
hundreds of lives over centuries that had to be
just so in order for each of us to be born.

That is the kind of inter-working that Paul is
admiring in God's great work for our salvation.
God also does it within the human body with its
massively complex, delicate and integrated
systems. He does it in our intricate ecosystems in
which millions of living things interact and support
one another in life. God’s wisdom and goodness

and power boggle the mind and bring forth
worship from our hearts.

But though He soars beyond our wildest
imaginations, He is ever near and gives Himself
relentlessly for our comfort and strength and
enjoyment. He may be huge and fathomless, but
He is tender and intimate and entirely available to
our personal delight.

A God beyond need

You may have heard a statement like, “God made
the world because he was lonely.” First, God has
had eternal happiness in the fellowship of Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. There has always been love
and there has always been joy.

Second, as Paul teaches here, God is self-
sufficient. All infinite resources rest within Him. In
Himself He is a never ending fountain of wisdom,
goodness and strength. He borrows from none
and lends to all. All things have their existence and
maintain their existence only by His constant
supply. Even the rocks keep being rocks only
because He gives them being. The whole universe
hangs on Him for its moment by moment
existence.

Paul ends with a glorious ascription of praise. All
things come from Him, all things continue their
existence in Him, all things are created for Him.
He is the only Source and the only Goal of all
things.

Depend on Him today. He is your Source. Live for
Him and His purposes. He is your Goal. Be in awe
of your great God, your never failing Treasure of
good. Serve Him with gladness!

And, | might add, this is a good lead-in to the
Psalms which we will consider this school year.
The whole point of the prayers and praises of the
Psalms is to seek out the greatness of God. Oh
Lord, reveal yourself as we seek you out together!
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SEPTEMBER EVENTS

Congregational Meeting to elect a Pulpit Search Committee following morning worship on
Sunday, September 7

Grace Presbytery, Tuesday, September 9, 9:00 a.m., First Presbyterian Church-Gulfport
Women's Ministry Fall Kickoff, Sunday, September 14, 4:30-6:00 p.m., Currie Hall 206
Women'’s Ministry Bible studies begin on September 16 and 17

Joyful Senior Adult Luncheon, Tuesday, September 16, 11:45 a.m., McIntosh Hall, with guest
speaker, Dr. Bennie Crockett from William Carey University

Student Ministry “Fellowship on the Farm”, Saturday, September 20, 6-9 p.m., Kines’ farm
Fellowship Groups meet Sunday, September 21 |

Fall Inquirer Class, Friday, September 26 and
Saturday, September 27 with Pastor Darwin

Visitor Lunch following morning worship on
Sunday, September 28 in MclIntosh Hall

Kines’ Farm

WELCOMING VISITORS!

- | We are blessed to have guests in our midst
*| WELCOME LJ_ i i
| WI l ~ nearly every Sunday for worship services.
commaifyy Please encourage visitors to stop by the

“* " Welcome Table before or after the service to

~ provide us with a record of their visit using the
' yellow cards available for that purpose. There

are greeters at the table each Sunday to assist

| guests.

PRAYER REQUESTS: On the back of the yellow visitor card, members and guests will find a
place to share prayer requests, and there’s a designated box at the gym entrance for you to
leave request cards.
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A NOTE FROM THE FPC SESSION

The Session of First Presbyterian Church has called a
Congregational Meeting for Sunday, September 7
immediately following morning worship. The purpose
of this meeting is to elect a Pulpit Search Committee.

After receiving nominations from the congregation,
each person who wished to be considered
submitted a questionnaire to the Session.

The Session prayerfully reviewed these questionnaires
and identified a slate of eleven members that we
recommend for consideration to
serve on the Pulpit Search Committee.

Elders
Bobby Blass
Matthew Boyd
John Kosko

Deacons
Kelly McMullan
Joseph Tullos

Men at-Large
Charles Greer
John R. Jackson

Women
Mary Abraham
Julie Durfield
Mallory Norman
Kim Smith

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

CLASSES
FALL 2025

Adult Bible Fellowship (singles/couples)
Stanway Hall 104
Teacher: Charlie Greer
Book of Revelation

Asaph/Mclntosh (singles/couples)
Stanway Hall 102
Teachers: Ken Gunnufsen, Randy Martin,
George Shurden, Aaron Strum
Books of Ecclesiastes, Joshua, Il Corinthians,
“A Christian View of Man”
by J. Gresham Machen

Leonard Lowrey (men)
Stanway Hall 107
Teacher: Joe Gibbons
“How Jesus Runs the Church”
by Dr. Guy Waters

Caleb/Lucas (singles/couples)
Currie Hall 206
Teacher: Matthew Wiggins
Book of Matthew

The Session has sought to ensure that the committee
represents the breadth of our congregation, including

different ages and stages of life, so that the voices of Priscilla/Aquila (singles/couples)

the whole church are reflected in this process.

In accordance with the Book of Church Order,
the congregation will act to elect the
Pulpit Search Committee.

We encourage all members to be present for
the congregational meeting on September 7
and participate in this important step in
seeking the Lord'’s will for our next pastor.

e (601) 268-0303

e 4901 Hardy Street Hattiesburg, MS 39402

Mcintosh Hall 201 (gym)
Teacher: Knox Baird
Study of the Minor Prophets

Sojourners (younger singles/couples)
Currie Hall 205
Teacher: Josh Kines
“What Then Is Wise?”: A Study of Proverbs

fpchattiesburg.org




